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luca novelli

The Secrets of

Leonardo 

a Genius
Ideas to free  

your creativity



Hello to all of you, 
young mademoiselles and masters,
and welcome to my special little notebook.
I’ve filled many of these in my lifetime
with words, drawings and fantasies.
People would later call those notebooks ‘codices’: 
they’re worth quite a lot in in your day.
They have important-sounding names: Codex Atlanticus,
Codex Hammer, Codex Madrid, and so on.
But this one’s really special, because I’ve written it
to share with you, yes, with you who are reading it now.
Here you’ll find only a few words of mine but a lot of my 
drawings and even some advice. If you listen to me,
this notebook will become more yours than mine.

At your service
(as they say),





RE AD, WRIT E AND DRAW

I’m sorry to say (but not really)
that this notebook isn’t an iPhone, a tablet
or an iPad.
It’s a notebook. It doesn’t have batteries
that die out and it doesn’t need an
Internet contract.
But in 50 or even 500 years, it won’t be made 
obsolete by new inventions and will work 
just as well as now, like all my ‘codices’.
Actually, it might even be worth more, 
especially for you.
It depends on how you use its pages, where 
next to my drawings you can add what you 
wish…
If you want to write or draw something, I 
recommend that you use soft or coloured 
pencils. You might also want to paste in 
newspaper clippings, tickets from the Paris 
metro or from London museums, or even the 
bus ticket you had when you met that certain 
special person – you know the one I mean!
The more things you add – sudden 
inspirations, masterpieces or just scribbles – 
the more this notebook will become yours.





WRITE ABOUT YOURSELF

If you know many things about me, it’s 
because I wrote them down on pages like these. 
Wherever I went, even if on horseback or on a 
mule, I wrote and drew things.
I did that throughout my life.
My life was long and productive.
I have very few regrets and a lot to tell.
I was born on the fifteenth of April in the 
year 1452 near the small village of Vinci. I was 
born in a house of peasants a little ways from 
the village.
The house wasn’t larger than a chicken coop.
Now I’m known throughout the world as the 
greatest genius of the Renaissance.
Writing about my world and myself helped me 
to become that genius.
You should do the same.





I RE ME MBER

From my house to my grandfather’s
there was a path that ran along a stream.
The water moved the mills 
of the village.
Now the mills are no longer there
but the name still is: Mill Road.
As a child I was fascinated by 
their wheels and their gears.
And so began my passion for 
machines and contraptions.





DRAW!

‘Draw!’ my uncle Francesco would tell me, 
and he gave me pen and paper.
I filled pages and pages with drawings my 
whole life, pages that were later collected 
in my ‘codices’.
Here’s the landscape of the valley of the 
Arno, the river that watched me grow up.
I did the drawing in pen and watercolour 
when I was twenty-one.





WRITE!

Words, thoughts, encounters, phone 
numbers, email addresses, jokes, 
quotations, the stupidest things you’ve 
ever heard and world-changing strokes of 
genius…
They’ll all be useful one day – you’ll see!




